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Printed Cars Memoir

The print edition contains some of the same info covered
in the Trapper Keeper files, but also contains some
unique information. It 1s uncertain when these memoirs
were written.
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List of Automobiles of Bernie Knapp family
When I was 5 yrs old my father had a Model T Ford. We lived in
Goshen, Ida. I remember riding in it to the store and he'd buy
gasoline at one of two stores. Usually he bought gas at Cortez
Christensen’s store. He had a son, Barlow who was my age and a
daughter, Rachael a year or two younger than 1. Often he would
buy a piece of candy for me when I rode with him to the store.

I remember my mother’s parents coming to visit us  when we
lived at Forbes place in Goshen. It was at least a mile from the
townsite, to the north I think. Mother was the secretary of the
Relief Society for many vears in that ward. I used to walk to the
church with her for her meetings in the daytime. On the regular
day of R.5. meetings a lady that lived farther down the street, a
Mre. EKillian would stop and give us a ride in her buggy some days

and then tie it at the hitch rail at the church. I was always
glad to get into the bugagy. A mile along that graveled road
seemed long to my short legs. It was next to Wilford

Christensen’s farm. My father worked for him, driving teams doing
farm work. He was our bishop. The first one I can remember. His
youngest daughter, JoAnn was my age also. We played together
sometimes. There was a Mexican family named Dominguez, that lived
in a box car between their house and ours. There was a stream
that ran between the box car and their house. It was lined with
trees along the banks. Yet on the upper end of the fields from
the house was a canal which was against the foothills., So I don'’t
khow if the stream was man made or natural. If natural I don’t
know how it transversed the canal. Across the road there were two
families, Howells and Olsens. One Howell boy, Ronald, I think was
Al’s age. Later he went to Ricks when I did. Hazen Olsen one of
the brothers later worked at the Lincoln sugar factory. I met him
while picking spuds in Lincoln when I was in either the 7th or
8th grade. He had rented ground and lived in a house that
belonged to the factory. I remember one day in the potato field a
Siddoway kid was picking with me. His dad also worked for the
sugar company. He asked me when I was going to get marrvied. I
said not until I am 25. He laughed and told Hazen who was coming
around checking on the spud pickers. Hazen said. Well, that'’s not
too old or too young either. 0One year while at Forbes there were
sugar beets in the field adjoining the house. Our family were all
in the field loading beets. I was on one side of a beet wagon. It
had sides that were held in place by chains that could be flipped
loose and the sides would drop down and unload at the beet dump.
I was on the opposite side from Al. The beets had been topped and
thrown into a windrow. As the wagon was moved along between two
rows of beets people threw the heavy beets up over the sideboards
into the wagonbox. Al threw a large one. He heaved it really hard
because of its size. I was looking up attempting to throw one up
on the other side. I got the beet Al threw right in the kisser ‘as
it came all the way over the wagon box. I  remember Dad giving Al
a talking to about it.

I remember when the Olsens hauled beets they would go past
our place with their teams on a high trot coming back from the
beet dump which was below town with their beet racks empty. But
lonaded it was a good pull for their teams. They made many trips



each day. It was maybe 2-2 1/2 miles.

Later we moved to  the lower side of Goshen on  a farm owned
by my second bishop, Rafael Larsen. He had a tenant house on his
farm near his owh home which was on a corner. I remember there
was a natural stream across the road from his house lined with
many trees. [ still recall hearing the sounds of the mourning
doves that must have been plentiful in the trees along the creek.
It had to be Sand Creelk; maybe the same one that ran behind our
Taylor trailer. There was a croassroads at the corner near a
bridge. When I was small and we rode to town, Shelley, we passed
a farm with a big round gabled barn with a hay loft. I was always
told to look up on the top aof the barn and see the horse. I was
always disappointed, I never saw the horse. I realized much later
in life that I was looking for a horse bub since it was on a
weather vane, from the fast moving Ford, no wonder I never could
pick it out.

On this farm there was an old potato cellar. A part of the
roof may have caved in. I was warned never to stray off near it.
Dad had his Ford parked off toward it. I remember being told not
to play in  the Ford anymore, after getting in it one time and
playing like I was driving I suppose. Anyway [ ran the battery
down tooting the horn.

Bill Forbes, was ow bachelor landlord when I was 5. He
lived in one side of the house., It was a non-painted frame house
with the typical brown stained lumber siding of houses of that
day. Bill used to invite me to ride to the store with him; he
went to Shelley with me more often than to Goshen. He had a Ford
V-8. It was a coupe and had to be guite new. I guess I was really
living and didn’t know it. There used to be a song about herding
cattle in a Ford V-8. Whoopie Ty Yi Yi Yi!

When my arandparents came and we went someplace in the Ford
Grandpa Hale would ride in front with my dad who drove. The women
and kids rode in the rear seat. I don’t know if it had four doors
ar  just 2. When our family went to church in it I often rode in
the front seat. A few times my dad let me sit on his lap. I used
to think it was great fun to reach and pull down on the throttle
lever which was on the steering column like a turn signal except
it was on the right hand side of the wheel., Ford tractors has
gsimilar throttles in later years. The car would suddenly go
faster. I guess he tolerated it some when we were out on a gravel
road. But I was also warned it was dangerous and was discouraged
from doing it. I remember hearing the Ford starting up and
leaving the driveway one day. 1 ran toward the man gate in front
af the lawn waving and shouting ta my father to  stop. He was

headed down the road toward Goshen. I remember crying when he
didn’t hear or see me and drove on.
We had a Jersey cow when we lived at Forbes, called Old

Cherry. I remember drinking warm milk in a tin cup at milking
time. Mother kept the milk in the bottom shelves of the cupboard
and this kept the flies out. Then she skimmed of f the cream and
made butter. We didn’t have a churn so she made it in  small
batches with a wide wooden paddle sort of like a short handled
spoon,.  Some  of the milk would curdle in the pans. Maybe there
would be some left from making cheese that they called clabber.



Anyway my father used to come in  the house and eat clabber as a
delicacy. 1 used to eat it with him. Today we eat yogurt. I
suppose it’s about the same thing except that had no flavoring
and was lumpy.

I recall my father coming in the house one day with a small
hawk in his grasp. He saw it perched on a lower limb of a shade
tree at the back of the house near the porch or  shanty. He said
it saw him but didn’t realize he could reach up that high. He was
an even 6 ft. tall. He grabbed it by the legs and feet and after
putting a string on one of its legs, tethered it on the kitchen
table. I don’t know how long it stayed there. I'm sure it had to
be removed before a meal was served. I don’t remember it being
turned loose, but I'm sure my mother would have persisted in
seeing that is was.

There was a chicken coop out back near the outhouse. Al
would catch young pigeons in a big barn with a loft and put them
in the nests of the coop. But he was often disappointed because
snakes or something would get them. There were two rooms on the
side of the house we rented and a porch. In the summer Al slept
on the porch on some kind of a cot. The porch was screened. Bill
lived in the other half of the house. You could hear people
talking in the other side. Bill got a live-in girl friend. This
situation irritated my father. I'm sure that’s why we left. But
alsnm we moved closer to school and church. Dad didn’t make it any
secret he did not approve of such an arrvangement. Mostly from the
example to his family, I'm sure. I heard it said one time that
this lady was heard to say, loud enough to be heard plainly thru
the wall, "I wish Mr. Enapp were standing in that doorway and I'd
throw this knife" obviously talking about a butcher knife. After
we had moved from Goshen quite a few years later we heard that
Bill marvied this lady. Warren’s girls met her and liked her.

I remember ward teachers coming there. One of them would ask
me if I was a Scandimnavian? a Dutchman? an Indian? and a lot of
different nationalities and I'd always say no until he’d ask if I
was a white man. Then I'd say Yes. It may have been Joe
Christensen and if it was he’s the man that blessed me when I was
given my name. He had been a missionary in Kansas with my dad. T
may as well tell the origin of my first name. When the folks
lived in Island Park before I was born, Al was the youngest. The
South family lived there. Sam, the father was in the branch
presidency with my father and George Muir, a man that came from
Fexburg and later lived out his 1life there. The next to the
youngest of South’s sons was Bernard. When I was born, my oldest
sister, Claudia, who was probably 4 ar § years younger than he,
persuaded my parents to give me my name after him. I don’t khnow
where they came up with my middle name of Elden which has aften
lead to confusion since it is spelled ending with "on" as often
as "en". In the yvears since I’ve been married I've tried to see
that "en" is used on any church or official spelling of it.

In about 1936 or '37 when we lived in Rexburg, Mar jorie was
teaching school in Sugar City. She lived with us on Main Btreet
in Rexburg. My father worked thru part of the summer and fall as
a sawyer at South’s sawmill in Island Park. That winter, Bernard
South and Mar jorie got married. She continued &2 live at home



with us. In those tough times during the depression a school marm
as unmarried young women teaching school were called, getting
married during the school term could mean losing one’s job. So
she couldn’t afford to lose the income, so0o it wasn't publicly
known that she was married during the Christmas holidays of that
school year. The next year we all lived in Island Fark. Bhe never
went back to teaching school until many years later after her
husband died and her youngest ohildren were both attending
school . Having two Bernards in the same family led to my being
called, Bernie. He had already acquired the nickname of Barney. I
never heard either of his parents ever call him that however. Now
there are two pronunciations of the name. Notice the spelling of
this common name, Leonard. Say it. Now say Bernard using the same
gsounds for  the nard part. That's how our family and the South
family pronounced it. I never minded that. Neither did Barney.
But what I disliked was the common British way which seems very
common and natural when used with the Swiss dogs, St. Bernards.

Through my 4th-6th grades my principal, Anna Johnson was my
history teacher each year. She always called me as in  the dog.
One yvear we read a story in world history about Switzerland and
when she came to St. Bernard, she pronounced it the way that was
not common for it. I was disgusted!

Well back to cars. Warren had a DeSoto roadster. I remember
one ride up thru Wolverine, which was below Goshen. There were
lots of switchbacks and you could look down and see the road
below you where you had just been or were going depending on
whether you were climbing or descending. There were conifers.
Some  no doubt would have been fir, some lodgepole perhaps. But 1
remember riding there with the folks in the rumble seat. 1 loved
the rumble seat. I always wanted a car with oaone. I remember
seeing a pine sguirrel run across the road that day.

When we used to travel to Rexburg to visit my father's
sisters, (Evie's was always my favorite place to go) Esther, and
Elsie all lived near each ofther. I recall riding in the Ford. I
can still remember and recall a nostalgic feeling when I think on
it of riding in the back seat at night along the paved highway.
Probably between Idaho Falls and Shelley. Sometimes dad would
drive asouth of Shelley nearly to Firth and then cross the
railroad tracks and drive to Goshen. Maybe the road was better.
Mayhe it was when we lived at Larson’s. It seems like we would
have been claser to Forbes if we went out of Shelley. But I can
still get the feeling and remember the rear end made a whine. At
night it may have seemed more noisy simply because some of the
kids may have been sleeping o there was less talking and
activity inside the car. With the low candle power of the
headlights of those old cars I'm sure my dad would have been
concentrating very hard on driving. He was not a person to put up
with distractions. 8o it was quiet at night. Also I was probably
cuddled down in the seat or on someone’s lap so I too would have
heard this humming rnoise more than in  the daytime sitting up
looking out  the windows., The other thing that I remember about
riding at night was the flashing beacon lights all along the way
west of the highway. There would have been airplanes going
between Pocatello and Idaho Falls and this line of beacon lights



stretched out west of the highway for miles. I even remember them
many years labter when I was driving.

I remember going with my father to a blacksmith shop or a
shop or garage on a farm near Basalt, maybe or near a Utah Fower
and Light substation. I think it was called the Goshen substation
which is still there. It is east and a little south of Shelley. A
large man lived there, Bill Stringham was his name. He used to
weld the front fender of the Tin Lizzy. (another name for the
Ford) The vibration of the engine would cause the front fenders
to develop small cracks which would get  longer and  longer. So
occasionally it was necessary to  have them welded. 80 a welded
bead on an aold fender was common place. It removed the paint of
course and rust would appear along the bead after a while. Since
they had no spray paint canms, I don’t know what they did about
painting them. I don’t recall seeing anyone paint them with a
brush.

My father carried a large scar on the thumb of his right
hand from cramking & Ford. If the magneto was not  properly set
and the spark retarded when it was cranked by hand for starting
it could backfire. If this happened the crank would suddenly and
power fully swing back the opposite divection of the cranking. It
happened and caught his thumb next to  the palm of his hand and
laid it open with a gash about 2-3 inches long.

I learned when you cranked a car to keep your thumb next to
yvour fingers and on the same side of the handle as your fingers
sn if it swung back it couldn®t catch  the handle between the
thumb and fingers. 4ll of Barney’s trucks had cranks, although
usually the starters worked.

The last year we lived in Goshen the folks drove to Montana
to see Warren and Carol and their two girls, Maureen and SBharon.
He lived mot too far from Dillon near Bannock at an  even smaller
place called, Armstead. I remember sesing rabbits all along the
highway that had been ran over by cars and trucks. We left the
highway and headed out over some bare ridges. We had to olimb one
steep hill and I remember all of us were out pushing the Ford. We
would push and go a few car lengths and then someone would put a
large rock behind a wheel to hold it from rolling back. Then we
all rested and when everyons was ready we'd push some more. We
fimally qot over the top of the hill. Then I guess the folks
didn’t know which way to go so it seems we spent the night there,
anyway early the next morning Warren showed up on a saddle horse.
We followed him o the ranch.

My sister Thelma was staying with Warven and Carcl. She went
back to Goshen with us. Maybe this was part of the reason for the
trip. I vemember a lot of things about the place. I'11 write
those later. I was told to look, and I strained my eyes looking
out toward the haorizon to see the wild horses. I guess I saw a
couple of horses a mile or so away in a small cloud of dust.

There was a creek or ditch just in front of Warren’s gate to
his yard. There was no bridge so they just drove thru it with
their cars to get to the garage. I'm sure the lawn was fenced to
keep their girls in. Warren had lots of dogs. He had a pup here
and he showed me how to take a gunny sack and try to keep it away
from one of the pups. I think they called it Kickapoo. It would
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growl and tug and  pull me all around the yard with the sack in
its teeth. I remember lots of rabbits on the highway that had
been killed by cars.

Anna told me recently that we stopped in Bannock on a Sunday
morning  and needed gas. Nothing opened before noon. Dad was
exasperated since everyone seemed to be overcoming their
hangovers and no one would open up and sell gas before noon. In
Bannock I remember a famous jail being pointed out to me. I don’t
khow if it was one of the first in the state or if it had held
some famous outlaw. But I remember it. It seemed it was red brick
and was on a corner or isclated and had big bars on the windows.

I don't remember when we got the Ford., I was born in Goshen
and the night I was born, Warren was sent +to Shelley to get the
doctor. He must have gone on his saddle horse. It was a cold and
snowy November 14th I've been reminded of most my life. The folks
lived in at least a half dozen places in Goshen. The first place
I recall was called Braggards or Braggerts. It had two rooms. It
was on the townsite. Warren told me he used to wallk to mubtual at
night and rcoming home thru the back lots his dog, Gyp, which he
brought from Island Park, would lay in wait for him and jump out
at him and nearly scare him to  death. He also said Claudia was
dating Avch when they lived there. Arch had a younger brather
called, Clen and he and Warren used to pull pranks on  him when
they could. There was a ditch in front of this house which really
was a shanty. It is still standing, by the way, now in 1993. Arch
rode a motorcycle. One night when he came calling these boys
moved the planks that were the foot bridge over the ditoch and in
the dark Arch rode into the ditch. Arch’s dad was known as Ace.

Several things I recall about living here I711 mention now.
I didn’t feel well and Anna and Thelma made a bed in the front
room for me o I wouldn®t have to go in the dark bedroom. The
folks were away from home. They put dad’s captain chair up
against another chair and used quilts for a bed on the chairs.

I was left on  the iron tired wagon with a hay rack on it in
the driveway along side of the house by myself. I guess Dad had
gone inside. I began pursing my lips and making a noise for  the
horses to go. They did start up and there was a lot of commobion
as people came running out to stop the team and rescue me. I know
I was reprimanded not to do that again.

In the house next to the big Majestic stove was a woodbox.
One time my father told me to do something. I don’t remember what
but I said no. He told Al to bring him a stick of wood from the
wondbox and I remember Al never had to get the stick. I complied.

Warren lived just across the street from us here. He had a
dog. He may have called it Jack. It was black or dark brown and
had light brown eyebrows. It was always tied up in his yard as
most of his dogs were nat allowed to run loose. He had a grey
sacddle horse he rcalled, Laddie. He took me for a ride one time
and I sat straddle of the horn. He rode up the road and over the
canal bridge past where Heatons lived and back home. He claimed I
used to cluck to Laddie making it hard to keep him slowed down.

I remember Maureen coming to our place and she was just
learning to talk and they taught her say Uncle Bernie. I know
Sharon was born in the house of some of their friends, the



Lachilmlletts, wha lived Jjust around the corner and at a
crossroads. The road going up  the hill to Nielsen's where they
had a girl, Mary Jane about Al’s age and a boy, &Steve, my age.

The last place we lived in Goshen was across the road from
the school house. There was a store at each end of our  block.
Both had gasoline pumps. When Dad got gas they had to  pump the
gas by a lever on the side of the pump. You could see the bowl at
the top of the pump filling with gas. It had a reddish or arange
color and you sould see  the bubbles in it as it filled the glass
tank or bowl. It had a scale along side that showed the gallons
in the bowl. After pumping the number of gallons wanted, a lever
was operated and then when the nozzle on the hose was at the tank
spout the trigger let the gas down by simply using aravity.

We lived here when I was 5. I started school that fall but I

got sick soon after school started and missed quite a few days.
I remember raising my hand in  school one day and telling the
teacher that some kid on another row ahead of me had some candy
in his desk. I had seen him taking pieces out to eat. I learned
you don’t chew gum in schonol. After I was well the teacher talked
my mother into holding off another year before starting me in
schonl. She felt I was too far behind to catch up. 8o I started
first grade at Adams school the next fall in Rexburg. It was the
Adams schonl just on the corner of our block on Main 5t. next to
the Madison High School.

That vyear when we went to Plano to visit Dad’s sisters,
Uncle Jack gave me a windup train that had been bought for Rulon
but he hadn't liked it and showed no interest. I played with this
little train for a long time. After the outer tin shell came off,
it was a streamliner, we still operated the basic engine and
wheels on the small oval track where it went faster than ever. I
called it a speeder. The railvoad used to have little units they
used to run maintenance with small iron wheels. They were the
updates of the old hand cars which were pumped along by two  men
using a long horizontal handle. Section crews used to use them to
get around. They had a small engine mounted to move them.

I don't remember riding in the Ford after we moved to
Rexburg. But I remember we moved to Island Park after I finished
the lst grade. That year we left Island Park and moved to I.F. on
NMew Year’s Day. The folks had left some things stored in  an old
garage behind the house on Main street where we had lived. When
they finally went back to get their belongings much of it had
disappeared. A home movie projector  that Aunt Finnie, my
mother's oldest sister had given our family was missing. And
someone had taken the Model T out and made a trailer from part of
the chassis. 1 always felt bad about that.

My father used to tell this story about the Ford. He was
called to Jury duty one time when we lived in Goshen. He was
being screened by the judge and the judge asked. Do you drive a
car? He answered, Well I drive a Ford. There was a lot of
laughter. He enjoyed telling that!

He used to say that one of the Dodge brothers took Henry
Ford for a ride one time in a Dodge car. He passed a Ford along
the road and said, See Henry these cars can pass Fords. And Ford
replied, You just keep driving and there will be another one



ahead of, you.

During the summer in Island Fark Barney had an Oldsmobile
coupe. Souths had a Maodel A 4 dr sedan. Sam South drove a Fontiac
I think. It was a 4 door. Ren drove a 4 door Buick. Een had their
only truck, an International. During the summer the folks went to
I1.F. and bought a building lot. Cactually 2 legal lots) So our
family spent some Sundays cutting and hauling  enough logs that
Dad would have a set of sawed logs to build a house. He and Al
used the mill and he sawed them out. Barney hauled them to I.F.
and helped construct our house on Cleveland. They began work on
it the first week of Jan. after we moved into a basement
apartment of South’s apartment house. We were able to move into
our log house in about March.

I used to think that when we were getting logs out of the
wonds we’d find a dead tree and cut it into logs, then someone
would go drive the truck up near so Dad and Al could load it on
the back of the old International that Fen let Dad borrow. I am
sure that is right. Now what I may not accurately remember is
this: It seems like I'd want to run, get in the truck, start it
and drive it up to where the logs were to be loaded. But  Anna
would run faster than I and drive it. Now thinking back about it,
I can’t believe I could have reached the pedals. I find it even
harder to believe that Dad would have allowed me to drive a truck
loaned to him by someche else. Maybe at times he’d let me turn
the starter. But that doesn’t sound too good either since the
starter was no doubt down on the floor and hard to reach.

N 2

After Dad began working at the temple the man from SLC over
him, Brother Woodruff, helped him get a car. His job required a
great deal of traveling throughout the temple district to obtain
warkers for different jobs. As work director he needed carpenters
and many obther trades as well as common laborers which were used
on Jjobs such as pouring cement. Then all the cement was elevated
to scaffolds and wheeled about with wheel barrows. (Irvish
bugagies)

The car he got was a 1926 Chevy 2 door sedan. A light green
color. It had a 2 speed on the floor. Dad had a time getbting used
to the clutch. At first he’d start ocut in high gear and he’d give
it a lot of gas so it wouldn’t stall. Bro. Woodruff showed him
how to start out in ist and shift gears. But until he mastered
the clutch the gravel really flew on our street when he left for
work. It was a big change for our family after walking everywhere
for such a long time.

Al drove it sometimes when he was dating after he came home
from the war. I drove it +to an Ag Bawl at I.F. high once. I was
asked not to haul any passengers. Dad let me drive it when we
went to Island Park fishing sometimes on some of the graded roads
and on the flat to the mill. It finally came to rest in Island
FPark along side some other abandoned cars on anm old road going
out from north of the mill past where the old commissary had been
and headed in  the general direction of Moon Meadow. In fact in
the dry season the Jensens hauled their milk to the railroad on
this road as it cut straight thru the timber rather than the long
road which came around on the flat. I have gone back and taken



of f parts. I even have the old wood screws in my box of misc.
sorews, nuts and bolts. These screws went into wood framing which
was around the windows and kept the framing in place.

One time mother and I rode with dad to Driggs, Ida. so he
could contact a stake president there concerning having men come
to the temple to supply workers. He was  the work director  and
often made trips to contact leaders in  the temple district
concerning the program in arder to have the kind of help on hand
when it is needed. He parked downtown in Driggs and we stayed in
the car while he took care of his business. The school  let out
and kids were walking by our car. At a corner one girl called to
her friend like see yva tomorrow using her name. Enid, My mother
laughed and laughed. She didn’t often laugh very loud or long.
But she had never heard that name before and it really got to her
funny bone. I was with her once soon after we moved into our
house on Cleveland. We were walking south toward First Street and
we rcame to a street with a street sign reading Lomax. She
started to  laugh. She thought of it as lumox. a term for a big
dunce or awkward clumsy person.

One time we were walking to Emerson school along Emerson Ave
and there was a retaining wall about 2 1/2 feet high by the
sidewalk as we came to 4th streetb. The second house from the
corner there was a Chow dog sitting on the lawn. Another dog
Just came dog trotting along going from yard to yard. When it
came to this lawn it just trotted up to the Chow sitting there
and picked up one leg Just as if it were a tree, hesitated as a
dog does and then trotted off. That was more than mother could
stand and she turned her face away and laughed and laughed.

From some notes that I got at Al’7s place from things that
Susan and Karla brought to his place from Marj’'s storage in Dec
'3 I am going to copy her account of ancother trip the three of
us made in the "36 Chev. It is dated 30, Nov. 1940, Mom’s words

It was good weather today. We went to Island Fark. There wag
some shnow and ice but it was not bad until Warm REiver hill. Then
it was icy up past Bear Gulch, the snow is about 15 inches deep-
but it was so beautiful. Mature sends a mantle of snow to cCover
the tired grass and flowers playfully making tiny white pointed
tents to cover the tree stumps. The whole earth seemed still land
calm, a changing splendor breaks at each turn we make in the
road, and far down the mountain side, deep in the canyon the
river rolle in majestic grace on its way toward the sea. The
trees bow hooded heads. The sun has scattered gleaming diamonds
all about. We ride another mile, round another curve, when low,
the river again spreads before us, a very paradise for the wild
ducks that aglide agracefully on its slow cold surface. Others
circle high above. Here the river is not in the canyon but moves
quietly across the open flat as if to wait until the herds have
had their holiday.

Then a little creek peeks out from her covering of white and
hides again as it gurgles and laughs on its way, covered snugly
and tight under the blanket of snow. Again there is a wall of
trees washed clean from the summer dist, adorned in ermine caps,
the white laden branches reach oult snow covered fingers to make a
canopy over our head. Once more we are in  an open  flat and



winding about are two tracks cut in the snow. Here the way is not
straight, but it is narvow and few there be that find it. But woe
to him who follows not in these narrow white tracks, these lead
to a few little cabins hidden away in the feathery stillness,
drowsing in the arms of winter. Wait. There is life about. A boy
with a smile on his face, a girl, eyes filled with welcome. We
are at the mill. They call a greeting to us. It is Alma and
Mar jorie. (Bernie and Alma had so much fun riding skis and the
horse. )

Now I711 add from my memory of this trip. I remember after
we arrived., I played with David and Barry. How cute they looked
in their little 9 buckle overshoes. They were about 4 and 2 yrs
of age. There are some photos around in  albums of that day. One
has Barney and Marj by the side of the old *37 Ford truck with a
load on in front of their house. Al went to the Barn and watered
the horses. They had old Nig at  that time. Al watered the team
aned then tied a rope to Nig’s tail and we took turns riding Nig
and the skis. It seemed funny to tie a rope to the tail and not
have the horse fuss about pulling by it. A little knot is used in
such a way that the pull is on  the vertebra and not the hair of
the tail. & loop is made in the hair and a half hitch placed over
it and the pull is on the bone of the tail. But I do know we did
have a lot of fun. And we hated to have to say good-bye. We may
have left that evening rather than chance possible more snow.

No. 3

The year I started school at Ricks, Al had just returned
from Burley. He built a cinder block house at 3550 East on
Cleveland. He moved back with a 1935 Ford. The engine needed some
work., It sat out in a vacant lot among the tumble weeds. He had
taken the engine out and it was torn down to be overhauled. It
needed rings and insert bearings. He told me if I would pay for
those parts and give him my Western Flyer bicycle he would put it
baclk together and help me get it running and we'd trade. I
agreed to do this. Barney came over and helped him pull it to
start it when he initially started it up.

I drove it to school at Ricks that winter. I went to Ricks
took  the freshman orientation and registered. I loved Hugh
Bernnion. I'd heard a lot about him from Marj. Fallowing the
orientation I decided to go back to the mill and work. I did. I
came down from the mill that fall and started to drive the Ford.

I bought one knobby tive and put  on the outside rear
thinking that was where I['d need the most traction. It worked out
quite well. Often in the winter the inside track on the highway
would be bare and the outside of the lane would have show. It was
a 2 door sedan with no trunk. Some '35°s had trunks. Some didn’t.
Many *26's had good sized trunks. This one had a greyhound on the
radiator cap. The hood hinged in  the center and raised from both
sides. The back sloped down concave to the bumper. Al had built
a small wooden platform that he fastened on the rear bumper and
trailer hitch and wired it in place. He had used it to haul small
lonads of cinderblocks, bags of cement or whatever other small
building supplies he needed while he was building his house. The
left window was out of the door. For a long time it was just
filled with a piece of cardboard and a small hole cut  in the



cardboard for a peek hole.

It had a little old fan mounted on the dash with small rubber
blades. They were round and checked a bit from age. But it did
help to keep the windshield defrosted. It wasn’t too big of a
problem, usually the temperature inside was about the same as
outside, except for the chill factor.

When school started Winter Quarter I started. A high school
friend, Keith Larson who had graduated with me and lived in my
ward asked me to find a room with him. We found one just across
from the front lawn on campus on  the east. It was also kiddie-
cornered  from  the Fourth Ward chapel which served for  our
auditorium. ALl the devotional assemblies were held fthere. Also
MIA. We were in a basement with about 5-6& other guys. It was too
crowded., Keith said after a few days that he couldn’t  keep any
food around. He was going to bring food  from home in  order to
live more cheaply. Other guys kept eating his food., S0 he was
soon fed up with that. NO pun intended!

S we looked around and found another basement apartment up
the hill. It was two blocks farther to walk. FRexburg blocks are
long. It was in the house of Berkeley "Brick" Parkinson., He was
then the head coach at  Madison High. He always had good teams.
His basketball teams went to state about every year. They had two
little boys. Within a year or ftwa they got a little girl. 8o 1
parked my Ford on the street on the north side of their house. [
cavered the front end with an old canvas in the cold weather. It
gsat all week and on Saturday movnings I7d go out and pump  the
accelerator 8 times, pull the choke out all the way, and put the
crank in and one guick tuwrn  and it always fired. I would run to
the car where the door was left open purposely and push the choke
half way in. It would Ekeep running. Id pull the throttle out
enough that it wouldn’t die and let it warm up a bit and head for
I.F. Sometimes I1'd go home on Fridays, but I'd stay over on
nights when there were ball games.

In the winter of 194B record snowfalls were recorded all
around the western states. Blizzards trapped cattle, Indian
reservations in Arizona and other places were snowed in and hay
and other supplies had to be air dropped all over that winter.

One morning after it had been recorded 37 below (Fahrenheit)
in Bugar City, I started it right up. There was frost on the
engine when I looked under the hood. The roads were showed in and
blown in  that winter. For several weeks, maybe a month the car
sat covered with shnow. The ooach tried to get home one night
after a high school ball game and couldn’t get up the hill tao his
house. Finally the east road was wopened to his house. MHe could
get to his garage again by going around. He couldn’t get up from
the college. The voad in front of the college was divided with
grass islands and also nice evergreens. It was closed and no
attempt was made to plow it for about a month. When we wallked
out of  the apartment and to school we’d  just walk down the road
over high shnowbanks, 4-%5 feet deep. It wasn’t until late in March
perhaps that these roads were opened up. Major roads of course
were opened earlier. More than once that winter the coach walked
home leaving his car several blocks from his place where the shnow
plows has stopped. 0On weekends I rode the Greyhound.



During the spring gquarter Keith and I decided to move home.
We commuted to Ricks the rest of that school year. I drove every
other day or every other week. His parents let him drive their
38 Ford sedan. It had a manifold heater and hydraulic brakes. We
picked up another boy from our ward, J. Earl West, Jr. He
occasionally drove his dad’s 36 Ford. Richard Brinkman, also
from our ward rode with us part of the time. When he missed us he
Jjust hitch-hiked. He hitched for 2-3 other years.

The next summer I drave the Ford to Island Fark. We drove to
Ashton ooccasionally to a movie. Burdett and his friend, Jim
Taylor and I and one time Sharon went with us. The headlight
switch was a small toggle switch on the dash that pulled out  or
in. The regular light switches on Fords of that vintage were
built into the steering column arcund the horn. They were turned
to park or headlight position. Since they didn’t work someone had
put this little switch on the dash. There was no dimmer switch.
S0 when we’'d be driving home and mest a car, Burdett or I would
push the switch in for a second, turning off the lights. Then
pull it out and turn them on again. Most people just dimmed their
lights for us. Occasionally a driver would flip his brights up
again. The lights were not  the brightest anyway so it’s doubtful
we caused anyone any great problem.

Sometime during that summer Burdett and I drove to I.F.
Between Rigby and Ucon the car made a sudden violent jerk and
then coasted. The engine wasn’t running. I pulled off onto the
shoulder. When we raised the hood we could see oil  over part of
the engine. There was a trail of nil behind us also. WE hitched a
ride to my folks place. Burdett had someone come for him  from
Shelley. I had the car towed. Maybe Al towed it. We took it
across the river to Blair Hammon’s garage. MHe was a man Barney
knew gquite well. He found an engine for me from a wrecking yard
and put it in. S0 I was back on the road again in a few days.

One summer, mayhe the next Barney offered to buy the Ford
from me. He didn’t drive it long. I don’t know why he wanted it.
He ended up selling it a few days later to a young guy from
Roosevelt, Ut. who was offbearing for Gene. Jay Whaley was his
sawyer. He drove it pretty rough for a few days. He would get it
agoing around 25 or 30 and cross the rvailrvroad tracks. It was light
on the rear end. It would nearly go airborne. He really abused it
but took it back to Barney after a few days. Barney took it back.
Burdett thought it was foolish after how rvough  the kid had
treated it. But in a few days he was back and wanted it. He was
going down to college that year and drove it to Utah. Otherwise
he may not have had a ride home.

No 3 '39 Ford.

After selling the '35 Ford, I looked at a lot of cars. I
praobably looked at cars before I sold it. But I test drove a 40
Ford 2 dr. sedan. I was loving it. I wanted it so bad. It was on
the lot at the Ford dealer. I talked Barney into going with me to
check it out and test drive it. We talked about getting it and he
and Marj would drive it part of the time. I guess it is good we
didn’t do  that. It would have been an awkward arrangement. But
Barney did get interested in looking and ended up with a '46
Chevy two door. They preferved a 2 dr with their small kids.



I don’t know how long I waited. I'm sure I talked my dad
into taking me to see a '39 Ford down in south east I.F. 1 read
about it in a want ad. The older man was selling it. I don't
remember why RAow. It had been driven by him during the war
yvears. It still had the old tires on that were marked from the
time cduring the war when tires were rationed and they all had a
number embossed on  them that indicated a grade. With r»normal
ration stamps you couldn’t get the best grade. So this had some
old tires. If I remember correctly they also had been painted
with a black paint to make them look better and not so checked.

I bought it. In Island Park that fall T ordered a heater and

hoses  from  Sears catalog. I had cquite a time getting it
installed. It never was real good. The defroster hoses were hard
to get into place. But I learned quite a bit about it. During

the fall I drove to Island Park hunting with my dad. This was one
trip I'11 never forget. He probably didn’t either.

East of Ashton the shnowplows had not been abhead of us. It
had been snowing hard. It was heavy wet snow. It was 8-10 inches
deep. I was driving along just staying in the two rubs on our
side of the highway. Suddenly one front tire caught against the
edge of a rut and we were across the road, off the road and in
the barrow pit still headed east. I must have continued going and
drove back up onto  the road. I'm sure I drove more slowly after
that. My poor daddy, He just yelled! I don’t know what he yelled
but it was near the top of his voice, I know that. Well we made
it. If I'd have stopped I doubt we'd gotten out without a tow.
But later on when we got  to WArm River and on up it must have
been less snow or the roads plowed., T don’t recall the snow
situation after we got to Island Fark.

Dad ended up driving this car after his Chevy gave up on
him. A vrod may have gone out  the o0il pan of the Chevy and as
mentioned earlier it was left in Island Park.

I had grown up around Warren and heard his bragging about

how great DeSotos were so I started to paying attention to them.
One day I drove past Highland Park, which was about 3 streets
west of Ada Ave. where the Souths lived and I saw a 1941 DeSoto
sitting on a vacant lot by a basement house. There were several
vacant lots between it and the road. I inguired and finally 1
went back and talked to the man that lived there. He worked at
Sears. 1 also talked to him at Sears a few times after that. I
found it was running when he parked it there. He had another car
and just hadn’t done anything with it. It had sat there 2 yrs.
He told me he’d sell it for $350. 1  think. Finally when I got
serious I got Al to go with me to look at it and talk with the
guy. Al gave me what was probably good advice. When you buy an
old car, especially one that is considered a big car, you take
some risks that vyou don’t with smaller less complicated ones,
like Fords and Chevs. But I'd heard so much from Warren I just
had my mind made up. Well the guy finally agreed to get a battery
in it and start it up. I may have been there once when he started
it and primed the carburetor. I think Al was there then.

I learned from Warrvren that there was this one real mechanic
at the DeSoto Plymouth garage that was a whiz with DeSotos. 8o 1
started going there. It was a new toy. It was neat. It was the



first time in my life I ever had a car with an owner’s manual.

I will never forget one year I left Island Park to I.F. It was
fall. Probably after hunting season. Dad was in the '39 Ford. I
was in the DeSoto. As I came down Warm River and started up the
other side it was getting cooler and toward dusk the windshield
began o fog. I turned on the defroster and pulled out the
thermostat control and couldn’t believe how efficient it was. It
worked., Also it had electric wipers. I didn't have to take my
foot off the accelerator to get the wipers to work., I was livin'.

At night if your speed got to 60 the speedometer needle
turned red. It had fluid drive. You used the clutch to shift
gears on the column. It had two positions, forward and back
which was high and low range. Reverse was toward you and up. It
had a good parking brake. It had backup lights. I loved it.

I was anxious to have Barney drive it. He got in it and was
amazed. It had soft seats. Barney was heavy. He weighed around
200 1bs most of the time. But he was stocky and not very tall.
Maybe 5'6'. He just sank down so far in the seat he had trouble
seeing out. He hated that. He was not impressed. It also had a
spotlight mounted on  the driver’s side. I loved that. You could
shine it on  a skunk along the road when you came in from the
highway after dark. It was great. I loved it. I parked in just
outside the window of our room at the Viking Hall dorm at Ricks
the year I was a senior. A couple of years I had had the *39 Ford
and lived at Winter’s place one year and dards the next.

My second year it Ricks I only went winter quarter. Many
students used to do that. When Al was there a prof once asked a
boy what he wanted to do for a profession. He replied I want to
be a dry farmer in the winter time. Many students attended only
winter guarter. They worked at farming in the fall and spring. So
it was popular. But then Uncle Sam started breathing down my
neck so I applied to attend school as a deferment to the draft. I
was given that privilege, but it required you had to be a full
time student and attend as such uwuntil graduation. It just
happened that my 2 guarters in 749-9 and the one winter guarter
in '49-50 gave me one full year. This qualified me but from that
time on I had to attend full time.

I began schonl for my first fall term in *50. I lived at
Winters that year. The next year I lived at Aards. I praobably had
the '39 Ford. The last year as a senior I had the *<1 Deboto.

I had become acqguainted with Morris Wright from Ammon. He
was E-~8 yrs. older than I. He had just joined the church. His
folks never Joined unless possibly his mother in her old age
after his father passed away. Several of his brothers joined and
maybe a sister. They were all raised there in Ammon  with mostly
Movrmon friends. Well he talked to me about coming into  the dorm
with him. He had a three man room. I had joined the dance club
because of pressure from him. There I got better acquainted with
Rex Bateman from Etna, Wyo. They had a sheep ranch just as you
enter Star Valley going from Swan Valley. All of us were majoring
in agriculture so we’d had some classes together.

So I moved into the dorm. Our dorm supervisor was Ferron
Anderson from Sterling, Ida. It's near Aberdeen. He had returned
from a mission and was on the track team. Bo the dorm worked out



to be a good deal for me my senior year.

I went to Island Fark in the spring after graduating. It was
my best year at Ricks. [ had been asked by Brick Farkinson to be
the athletic manager for the basketball team. He gave me a
scholarship with it. Also he extended the scholarship to spring
gquarter and I operated the towel room for the baseball and track
teams. This was a big financial boost for me. And T gobt my 1 yr.
Ricks sweater with the big block B on it.

Well how about the DeBSoto at college? It was parked a lot
at the dorm unless I was home on weekends., I didn’t drive it Lo
class of course. The dorms were Jjust behind the cafeteria. éAnd
the 2 guarters I was on schalarship the dorm meals were included.

Well it was different having roommates. I had lived in
single rooms other years except the first winter term when I
lived with Keith. There were obther guys in other rooms in the
basement at Winters. That year I took Freshman English. I got
along with Miss Ricks. She was notorious for being on her
students all the time. But she had been there when Marj was there
and Al and had really developed a strong interest in them and an
affection for them which she carried on to me. S0 I had it pretty
g .

Then I had to take a full year of Chemistry. I don’t know if
I took it this year or the next. But I got thru it somehow, again
mostly because of caring professors. Dr.  Chapman made up  a
passing grade for me I'm sure. I didn’t savvy Chemistry.

So I went to  events with Morris and Eex. I would have been
really involved in  the Dance Club my senior year but [ was saved
by the coach, Brick Parkinson. That kept me out of the dance club
and I went on some great trips. I got to be around my heros, the
top players in the conference. Small 4 vear schools and some 2 yr
grhools. This fall being on campus and eating at the cafeteria we
saw all the gals from the dorms as they trudged up the wallk,
rain, snow or shine to eat. It was new to me to get so well
acquainted with so many new students. There were old army
barracks on the hill just above the dorm where married students
lived. One unit had some cousins living in it from Driggs. The
Bates and Fosters. They were grealt guys.

A football game came along and Rex and Morris decided to go
and I was going. If I didn’t get a date by a certain day they
would get one for me. Well I finally got a date to the game and a
dance. I don’t know if it turned out to be a victory dance or not
all I krnow is I went. The girl I asked was a Bates girl and lived
in the barracks Jjust mentioned. She was from Driggs. I had had
classes with several of her brothers and a sister. She was a
Junior. Rex and Morris were both juniors. REex had been on a
mission., He drove a '50 Mercury, big old 4 door. Morvis may have
had a Dodge? 8o getting into athletics got me out of the tight
threesome. I liked that better, not so much pressure.

Just to the sast of the administration building was a
parking lot. The tennis court was Jjust next to it. Then near the
tennis court were barracks housing. They were often referved to
as  the laaambing sheds. It was marrvied housing. This year I
noticed a little short girl swinging a tennis racket. She was
something else. She was a little bit stocky. I learned that she



was from Plano and had gone to school with Rulon Hillman. BNot in
the same grade but same two room school house. Aunt Evie showed
me a picture of her when she was little. A& real cutie.

She rode in the DeSoto several times. It was a club  coupe.
And I was invited to a few parties. I was red faced more than
once since I was so naive about certain games that were played at
parties. After I was drafted I came home on leave from Ft. Ord.
I went to the nurses home where the girls transferred after 2
gquarters at Ricks. Sometimes they spent time off to other
hospitals, such as Blackfoot (State Hosp.) Gooding, Cdeaf) and
this broadened their experiences. She was in I.F. when I came
home from leave before going to Germany. She dated liberally for
a few days prior to my leaving.

I took her +to a movie one night and parked just past the
post office by the Idaho Dept. Store. It was only a block from
the old Montgomery Ward store. It snowed a little bit while we
were in the theatre. We came out and walked to the car. I opened
the door and she got in. Before I could get around to the obther
side she had unlatched the driver side door for me. I got in and
started the engine. I had left it parked in reverse. In reverse
it has compression. If the fluid drive which also had overdrive
was left in overdrive there was no compression in  any forward
gears, low or high range. So I always parked in reverse.

I had discovered that if the car was left sitting with a
bumper against something so that it couldn’t rock or  move at
least a little bit, it would not come out of reverse. Well we
were parked parallel. Someone had backed a car up against  my
rear bumper while we were attending the movie and the car
wouldn’t budge. I could have backed up and pushed the car so as
to gain some slack, except because of the snow the tires just
spun and so I was unable to get any slack.

Well she was immediately suspicious. So  she grabbed onto
that shift lever and I thought she was going to yank it free. But
it would not budge. Finally she took me serious when I got out,
opened her door and we walked to the post office where I called a
taxi from a phone booth inside. I took her to the dorm  and we
played a couple of games of ping pong and then dorm hours stopped
our fun. I walked back downtown, maybe 5-& blocks. The other car
had been driven off in the meantime. I got in, started it up and
drove home.

While I was in Eermany, Dad got rid of the green 739 Ford
and started driving the '41 DeSoto. He was still driving it when
I returned from the Army.

My first ride in downtown Frankfurt was traveling in the
back of a covered duce and a half from a train station (broop) to
a reception center. At one intersection as one of the trucks made
a right turn a VW bug got between the truck and the curb and
sguashed like only a bug can get sguashed.

After leaving Germany we got off the troop ship in  New York
and onto a troop train. We had a lay over the next day in
Chicago and half a dozen of our LDS group went downtown. After a
movie we were walking back fto the train station along Michigan
Blvd., It was at least an 8 lane highway. All of a sudden someone
velled, Oh Look! There goes Convade! And we saw our lst VW bug
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After we arrived at the separation center at Camp Carson,
Colorado, we were told they could not begin to process us until
Monday so we could have 3 day week—end passes. We were just
outside of the city of » I met a Sgt. or Corporal
Chuck Gonzales, who had been in  our Friedberg LDS group. He had
been transferred there when his wife became critically ill and
sent stateside. She died of leukemia soon after. He was finishing
his military time there as a clerk to some officer. We arrvanged
with him to give about % or 6 of us a ride into Denver. It must
Mave been within an hours drive to the north.

We went around looking at oars in car lots there. We all
stayed in a large hotel room. Of 6 of us, 4 bought cars. We paid
for them when we came back the next week with our mustering pay.
I bought a twa door 49 Mercury. It was a dark blue V-8 with
column  shift and overdrive. I learned for the first time in my
life that liability insurance was required. A nice gentleman came
up to us and sold us a policy. He represented Preferred Risk Co.
and sold each of us on his because all of us could gualify since
none on us drank. Preferred Risk only insured non-drinking
drivers and thus offered a discount.

We attended church SBunday in a local ward that we found. 1
don?t remember if it was in Denver or the other town. I
found out that the state of Colorado would not allow me to drive
there because my Idaho driver’s license had expired while I was
in Germany. I had a military license for Germany and they would
not  accept it either. S0 there were 3 other Idahoans riding with
me to I.F. Some of them with valid licenses drove until we were
out of Colo. I remember driving thru Ft. Collins. Then we drove
all night. My good friend, Norman Reece from Aberdeen got off at
his sister’s place at Fort Hall where she was post mistress. The
other two boys were from Thornton, Idaho, Darwin Anderson and
Calvin Cook. '

I loved that Merc. It was a little light in the rear end. I
loved its design. It sloped off on the back. It wasn’t nearly as
bulky as the 'S80 Mercs. I went to Logan that fall on my GI bill.
One weekend I drove thru Logan Canyon and aver the top into Bear
Lake. Near the summit on a curve to the left on the steepest part
I finally downshifted. The highway was snowpacked and just as
soon as I let out the clutch in second gear it spun out and with
the super or banked curve the rear end spun around to the left. I
stopped of course. I got the trunk opened up and took out the
chains and chained up. Then I had no trouble getting on over the
top. I took off the chains and descended to Bear Lake. Up the
canyon a bobecat crossed the road, ran thru the sagebrush and into
the rocky ledges. It was a cold Saturday morning. The road was
really slick as I went thru Randolph and on toward Evanston. It
seemed funny to drive there and past the old creamery on the edge
of town going toward Evanston. I went thru basic training with a
kid rmamed Barnes from there and it really irritated him when
people called his town, Evingston.

It was good to see Steve again. He's changed a lot. He was a
teenager now and attending high school. They joked about deer

't



hunting there. When the season opened in Utah all the kids there
wore red to  school. He and Warren had gone out deer hunting. 1
met Beth for the first time. I learned what a wonder ful cook she
was. And in the bedroom in a crib was Natalie. She could not have
been over a few months old. Warren was sawing for Ren and Gene. I
went back to Logan on Sunday.

I rode to I.F. one weekend with a kid that lived in the
Delta Phi house from I.F. He was older than I. He was near Al’s
age. His name was Sessions. Nicknamed Foss. On the way back to
Logan  he gnt sleepy and asked me to drive. He had a 1935 Chevy
and they were sharp looking cars. I couldn’t believe how it held
the road. I figured Chevraolet had definitely come out of the old
days by the way they improved on  their road handling. He had
attended Ricks during the early 40's when there was just a
handful of fellows...lots of coeds.  He had loved it. I think he
had been back to Ricks like the year before and got to know my
good friend, Morrvis Wright from Ammon.

I spent the summer in Island Park. I parked the Merc out in
front of Dad’s cabin under the trees near the road going to the
barn. It was in the shade most of the day. I drove to West
Yellowstone occasionally to a movie on Saturday nights. David,
Barry, and Steve went with me a lot. And sometimes Dad would go.

I drove to Ricks that winter. I had gone to USU in the fall
and quit at the end of fall gquarter. Neither Morris or I went
back. We had been in a Vo-Ag program. It was a good program and a
neat prof, Richardson was our advisor over the program. He we not
left school we (1) would have been student teaching at Box Elder
high winter term. I commuted for a while. I dated a gal whose
mother worked in the laundry or linen room at the temple with my
moather. I wasn’t eager to make a lasting relationship with this
gal. I needed an excuse to get away from my home ward so I found
a basement apartment in  Rexburg and moved up there. 1 enjoyed
being there for Sunday meetings and MIA.

I soon found someone to attend the B. ball games with. I
remember driving her home one night. She lived in a basement
apartment up on college hill. It had snowed while we were at the
game and with a lot of fresh snow and there hadn't been time for
the snow plows to olear the side roads yet I got stuck  even
though I had gone up the back way which was less steep. S0 I got
out  and pushed while she drove. She did a good job. I was proud
that she could handle the clutch. She was a Miller from the
Drigags area. Driving home from a ball game one night I went
downtown to get to a hamburger place, maybe the old Evans ice
cream store. They were playing a game in the new high school gym
on Main 8t. As I drove past the tabernacle block going east an
ohcoming car  turned on its red light on me. I pulled over. I
explained to the officer that I was just home from the army and
the last time I had driven in Rexburg fthe stop signs at that
intersection had been reversed. It was true, he agreed to that
but said tell it to the judge. I was really disappointed with the
Judge when he simply said, well the ticket has alveady been made
out now  so there’s not anything I can do about it. Each one
passed the buck. I hated that. I wished the judge had just gone
ahead with the fine rather than pointing back to the officer to



make the call.

I can’t remember the details of getting rid of the 49 Merc
but likely it was taken on a trade for my next Merc. a 42,
no. &

I saw a "92 Merc. It was a smaller car than the 'S0 or *51.
It was a 4 door. It was Z-toned, a dark green and maybe a light
top sort of tan., It also was a three speed on the column  with
overdrive. I learned a bunch from it. I have been underneath
working on the overdrive unit of one or the other of the 2 Mercs
with mosquitoes gnawing away at me. It is no fun. You try to blow
them off your nose, lips and face and then chance getting greasy
hands all over getting one loose that's nailing you.

I learned that fuses have to be replaced when a short cuts
oul the overdrive., aAnd it is a small solenoid underneath behind
the trans that causes the problem, sometimes from a bare wire
wortl  against jackpines or  other contact coming  from roads with
high centers. But they are fun to drive.

I expected a certain girl at the I.F. nurses home (school)
to show a little more attention to this car than the older Merc.
It'’s funny how after you own a car . for a while you suddenly
notice all the worn things, a tear in the upholstery, or the sun
vigsor., A worn  spot on the door arm rest, the oxidized paint on
the hood and top, etc. Soon they are almost too numerous to fix.
And then you want someone special to ride with you and not feel
ashamed or apologetic. S0 you trade up not seeing the flaws in
the one you are gebting until after the new is worn off it.

Well it was real fun. It had straight pipes, enough o that
when you drove under the big underpass in I. F. on north
Yellowstone you could give it some throttle coming out and hear
that nice little rumble from the cement sides as you pulled up
out of it at about 30 mph. But Oh was it  ever embarrvassing to
stop at a traffic light and have it die. There you are out
looking wnder the hood and the gal you wanted to impress is
sitting there watching the traffic going by and the traffic as
watching her and you. You know she is hoping no one  will
recognize her. It had dual cabs. When it died while idling it
usually had gasoline running from the carburetor or overflowing.
I finally made a trade for a regular 2 barrvrel and traded the
intake manifold for a little to boot. After the trade 1
discovered the problem wasn’t the dual cabs but the rubber fuel
line from the fuel pump was the wrong material for gasoline and
it deterinorated from the gas. The tiny specs of rubber coming off
it got into the needle valve and seat and that’s why the float
would stick and the gas ran over in the bowl. I changed the flex
hose to one that was intended for use with gasoline and had no
further trouble.

I took this car elk hunting up on the Buffalo. We drove to
Ennis. We went to West many times. I did occasionally have to put
in a new fuse for the overdrive. But I went quite a few miles in
it with Steve, Barry and David and we went deer hunting in it. I
possibly even went after my moose in it. Then got the 6x6 to get
it out of the woods. I don’t remember the circumstances about the
digposal of this car. I don’t really remember how long I kept it.

I do remember that in  the fall about time for school o



start I picked up a VW bug. I got it from a Goodwin, an older
brother of Lennis on ADA ave. a block north of Marj’s place. I
wish T could remember what I paid for it. Or even what it sold
for later. It maybe had about 34,000 miles on it when I got it.
For the first time in my life I had a car I could sometimes fill
up on gas for a couple of dollars. I remember a gas war in Frovo
when I got gas for 20 cents.

I drove it the fall '57. I don’t know if it was a 56 but it
must have been. I don’t think it was new enough to be a '37. I
never owned but one car that was that new. It was a '62 Ford
bought from a dealer after the 63 models had been out  several
months. I must hkave bought it in  the late summer or fall. That
was after my mission.

Back to the bug. I discovered how stable they were on slick
roads. Coming home from Logan [ was between Bear River and Downey
and the road was packed shnow. It was so slick that cars were
creeping along and fishtailing. 1 passed and went on by them at
about 40mph and it held the road perfectly.

I tenk the folks to see Warren and Beth at FParker during the
holidays. Steve was in high school  in 8t. Anthony. He rode with
me and we went out of town to the north and west and along old
country roads that were snow covered and only a depression in the
snow showed where the two tracks of the road were. We would drive
along and there were barbed wire fences along both sides of the
road. There were just enough of the big white hares out that we'd
seen one about every half mile or so. I'd step on the gas and
the hare would try to outrun us. Fretty soon it would disappear
friom the headlights and we'd hear a thud. Steve would jump oub
and retrieve it. We threw them in the trunk and drive on. Some of
the roads of course had been driven on. We turned around on some
and backtracked and then when a hare got on the road it would
cross from track to track and still we could outrun it and hear
the familiar thud and stop and pick up the bunny. Well the Hares
were not wasted. Warren had a dog team in his backyard for a few
vears after he first moved there. At least he had a Great Dane.

I even ran down a bunny when the folks were in the car
either going or coming to Warren’s place; most likely going home
since it was after dark. Mom loved to ride in the little car. I
guess she liked little things.

I drove to school in Logan that year. I made 2 trips to SLIC.
One to be interviewed by Bruce E. MoConkie a Seventy (one of 7)
in those days. Later I took the folks with me to the church
office building again and 8. Dilworth Young, another of the Seven
presidents of Seventy set me apart in his office. He invited my
father to stand with him. I took it to Aunt Lella’s on Wall Ave.
several times and to Aunt Finnie’s in Springville accompanied by
my mother. She enjoyed traveling. It was probably the newest car
any of our family had owned that she ever rode in. Arch was the
only one that regularly had a new car. He used to get a new
Studebaker each year. In the late 40’s when they were streamlined
like a fighter plame on the front end. Paul Walker got a new '49
Ford once, I remember that. He said it was the first car he’d
ever owned that he had to shut the heater down because it got to
warm in the middle of winter.
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Finally the day came that I had to leave it behind and go to
the mission home in SLC. Al placed a want ad in  the paper and
sold it after a while. It didn’t sell right away. But it did sell
and that helped me on my mission. At the time I went to Taiwan it
averaged $65.00 a month. Of course it was more at first getting
clothing, etoc.
ni. 7

After returning from Taiwan, my father was driving a white
DeSoto. 48 7 I had picked it up in Preston. I saw it on a lot one
time going home from Logan. It was a white d-door. It had the
fluid drive which he had become accustomed to with the T41. 1
looked in  the want ads. Also my friend MOrris Wright was now
teaching chemistry in I.F. High. It was a nice new school. He
told me of a fellow teacher from Utah, Sl area that wanted to
sell a car. It was a ¢4 door 54 Merc. It had power seats, windows
and overdrive. I don't remember what I paid for it. Maybe #$550. I
drove it to the mill that summer and to school in Proveo in
January. I had it until the summer of 62 when I got a 62 Ford.

I got a few parts from a wrecking yard in west Prova for it
and finally after teaching schoaol I started to notice the '62
Fords. I fell in love with their design and had to have one. Then
I sold it thru a want ad to some young fellow who hadn’t had a
license long. It took me to AWF. for student teaching the spring
e m. I went to several family reunions. I went to many
missionary reunions and homecamings with Dennis Crossley and
others. It was a good old car. The speedometer broke and one day
I was stopped coming down the Orem hill  on State Street into
Frovo and given a talking to by a Provo police afficer, Tracy. He
got pretty emotional. He said. If you had been going  just a few
miles faster I would have to give you a ticket. Dennnis was with
me that day. After I got the 62 Ford I had Dennis follow me
across town in the Merc one time.

He told me that’s the way to learn how ta drive in traffic.
Just follow behind and signal when the car ahead does. I think it
may have been the first time he had driven in the city. LaMonte
Bee went with me to Island Park one trip from Frovo. He was
driving when I got tired. I stomped my foot on the floorboards
some where along the way in the traffic between BLC and Ogden. He
was pretty put out that I would do that while he was driving.

A, 7

I saw Ming Green '6&2 Ford 4 dr. sedan at the Tri-city
mators in ALF. I loved it. They were nice looking cars. They were
low and trim. I test drove it several times. It had the small
automatic trans however and a small V-8 engine. It had a areat
radioc. I could get a Calif. station with nice (really nice) music
and I liked that. I spent several weeks deciding on it.

One fall before going to Taiwan I had come down to Frovo
with FRex Bateman on a blind date. We attended a homecoming
football game at the Y and the dance that evening. The girl from
Wyo was a roommate of his date. He had met his date in the
mission field in Texas. He drove to Spanish Fork to see his
mission pres. and wife. He owned the Smith Ford garage there. My
date was Doris RFobinson from Robertson, Wyo. When I arrived in
Hong  Kong a year or more later she was there. She had to come
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home early because of her health.

S50 I went to Smith Chevy garage and they had a 68 Ford. It
was a Fairlane. A smaller car. It was a two dr. coupe like. I
didn’t like the looks so well., I was told it was really a young
man’s car. The salesperson was from [.F. He'd grown up there and
played ball with Ben Allen, my former bishop, the veterinarian.
His name was Bowen. He’d married a daughter of Smith.

I finally got the Ford. Morrvis signed a promissory note at
the bank in I.F. with me. About $1900. I picked it up at the
garage and started on my way to I.F. for my first tvip home with
it and just out of Lehi I saw a smoke screen in my rearview
mirror. I pulled across the ¢ lanes to a service station. There
was o0il all behind and under the hood. I called from the pay
phone there and the service manager came out. He looked at it and
discovered that when they had changed the oil and serviced it for
me the oil filter had not been put on tight. It had pumped most
of the oil out. So he sent back for a new filter and some quarts
aof oil. He assured me that no damage had resulted to the engine.
I was always skeptical about it.

I took it home. Mom loved it; though probably not as much as
the bug. I drove to Island Park with the folks., As I came to
lorenzo on our  way home steam came pouring  from under the hood.
I was very distraught. I called Al. It was maybe a SBaturday. He
came. He helped me. It had gotten so hot that bubbles were coming
from arcund the head gaskets. There was a short hose not  over 2"
long on  the intake manifold., It was an inch hose and it had
burst. I couldn’t believe it. It only had 12 or 13,000 miles on
it. Anyway I got it fixed and on our way.

Except for that I really loved the car. Dennis used to go
with me in it. The salesman had me drive it for a trip. He
suggested I drove to Nephi. I think we turned around at Mona.
But it was a good trip. Good music on this Calif. station and
Esther Lam, a girl Dennis and all the returned missionaries from
H.E. knew rode with us. She was just like a little girl in  her
association with the elders. We took her +to Bear Lake when she,
Monte Bee, and I went to visit the Crossley family in 8T. Charles
one trip. We were amazed how she reacted to his father milking a
cow. She was so shocked., We said. VYou thought it came in bottles
didn’t you? She said no but I didn't think it was like that. She
was oo delighted to hold a bottle with a nipple for a calf they
were feeding that she wanted to feed it more. So they put some
water in the bottle and let her have her wish. 8o kids in 5t.
Charles had spray painted G0 on. oone of the stop signs near their
place. I drove to I.F. and took the folks to Weiser, Ildaho to the
fureral of my mother’s younger brother, LeGrande Hale. On the way
back there was a section of freeway out of Boise. I was tired and
go I let Dad drive. HMe started down the freeway. He only went a
little ways. He had been so used to driving old cars without
power steering and some play in the wheel that he instinctively
moved the wheel back and forth as he drove. The sensitive power
steering was so responsive that it swerved a little each time and
that so scared him that he pulled over and said he couldn’t drive
s0 I drove. It was a long trip. I'm sure I pulled over and slept
before we got home.
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There used to be two signs near the highway east of Boise.
One in a desolate area with a 1ot of small rounded boulders on
the surface of the land, read, petrified watermelons, take one
home to your mobther—in-law. The other, Mebthodists, Watch out for
Mormon Crickets. We probably turned off after Rupert and went
thru the Craters of the Moon. It was almost getting daylight and
along the road the willows had been placed on the far side of the
shoulder of the highway so that in the winter the snowplows could
locate the road in storms. Suddenly there was a buck deer
standing there rubbing his antlers to remove the velvebt. I got
stopped Jjust in time to get him entirvrely in my headlights. It was
a pretty sight. It was hunting season. I wanted to come back and
bring Al. We never tried it. It must have been just before coming
into Areo. AT Ricks there was a farm boy from Arco named Acor. I
always thought it was funny his name had the same letters of Arco

I liked the '62 Ford. I found wout one time when I hauled
some things from Logan for one af the Gu sisters to Frovo that
the '62 Chevs had a larger trunk. I couldn’t close the trunk with
her steamer trunk in it. But when she put the same trunk into a
'E2 Chevy to take it on to Calif. that the trunk lid colosed
easily. I was surprised. Both cars are quite sleek in design and
appear about the same. Even though I liked the Ford, I didn’t
like the radiator system. It had a separate tank for the cap. I
hadn't trusted it after it overheated. My teaching partner, Lynn
Asay g¢got looking at cars after I got interested. I guess my
constant looking and asking his opinions got him started. One of
his old crony friends, from St.George was selling at Given Ford.
He sold a '63 Ford stationwagon to Lynn.
No. 8

One day I saw a 63 VW 1500. It was a squareback. They had
not yet been imported to the states. A returned missionary had
brought it home. His dad ran a pharmacy across the street from
the college. It was in his parking lot. He said he was selling it
bezause s many people in his neighborhood, the Jensen
subdivigsion on BOO South and 600 W in Orem were giving him a bad
time for having a car not produced by US steel that he clecided
to sell it. also his kid needed money for school.
no. 8

S0 my hnext car had to be that., I loved it. I drove it all
over and in  the woods and over windfalls during one hunting trip
in Island Park with dad along. Then I found out the hard way they
weren’t really made for such rough use. I had problems with the
friont end. And even the German mechanic in Provo didn't
understand the alignment and made it worse instead of better.

When Morris Wright drove it, He exclaimed this drives like a
Cadillac. I took it to Blair Hammon'’s garage in 1.F. and he came
running out. He was the VW dealer there. He said, let me drive
that. He had to drive it. He had only seen pictures of them. They
were not yet available for retail in  the U.8. It gave me good
mileage. I enjoyed it. It was a small stationwagon. I got over
40 mpg on some fillups. I expected mid to high 30's. When 1 had
it tuned up and it dropped below that I took it back and they had
to tune it over again and then it was better.

I took two different students of mine driving in it for a
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little extra driving time. One was real rough on the clutch. She
really jerked it pretty hard. The other got pretty good with it.
One day in SLC she just about put wus into the rear end of a
stopped vehicle at a traffic light change. She happened to get
just the right amount of brake. It didn’t skid the tires but when
we were stopped we were only inches from the back bumper of the
other car. She looked over at me a little sheepishly.

WE left one morning about 4:30 or S5:00 and went to Mirror
Lake. We stopped at the parking area at Mt. Baldy. I had taken
some kindling in the back. We had a frying pan, eggs, bacon,
rolls and built a little fire and cooked breakfast. She had never
cooked anything over a fire before. We hiked to the top of Baldy
after we ate. We came back and were tired. We took a little nap
in the back after the climb. The rear seat folded forward and we
left the back door opened overhead. There were no mosquitoes and
it was pretty nice. After a couple of hours we were on our way to
Evanston, Wyo. Then we drove back thru SLC. It was there that she
tried out the brakes.

It was my dating car in 64 and &5. It took me on our
honeymoon. I711 not put details of that trip here other than to
mention the brake problem that took place. Our reception in Lava
was held in the old Lava church. We looked out from upper level
of the stairs to the car parked below and saw nephews and nieces
(baoth mine and Louise’s) standing around the car having written
on it with wax and tied on tin cans behind, and streamers, etc. I
have a photo in mind that shows them standing there. Someone took
it with a flash. There is a little sparkle in some of their eyes
as you'd see if you took a photo of a deer or some other animal
after dark with a flash.

We went off to Island Fark where we stayed in  the Island
Fark Lodge near Henry’s Lake flat in an upper level room before
returning to Lava. After the reception we stayed in Mar j’s cabin
at the Island Park Siding (sawmill sitel). Some of lLouise’s family
Joined us there later, after a few days and we went into
Yellowstone Park on at least 2 different days. We also visited
Steve and Shirlene Knapp with their &8 little boys in West Y.
Later we picked up my parents and took them to Yellowstone. They
had been there on their honeymoon many years before (50 maybe?)

We were going to go over the Cooke City Road/Red Lodge Rd
but when we got there the road was under construction. It was a
dirt road. No asphalt at all making it dusty, and my father was
not comfortable about going on it. It appeared to be high and
winding. At this point in his life he was extremely nervous of
riding on mountain roads, so we turned back and headed for I.F.

I began to hear noises when 1 applied the brakes. It go
progressively worse as we traveled south. In I.F. I went to the
VW dealer. Well of course this was the first 1500 series VW in
the area and no parts were available. So we wound up going to a
special brake shop that removed the linings of the brakes and
riveted on new heavy duty pads. At this point we discovered that
the linings had warn out prematurely due to the relatives putting
rocks inside the hubcaps at the reception to create a rattle as
we drove. What wasn’t known at that time was that the inspection
holes into the drums on these VW wheels were behind the hubcaps

2

Bl



and not on the back of the backing plate as they are (were) an
American made cars. So the rocks got into the brakes and wore out
the pads in just a thousand miles or less. It was fixed and ready
to go within a day. When we returned to Provo the lady we bought
our place from had not yet moved out of the house so we drove ohn
down to Manti (Sterling? where we stayed with Eeith and Erma,
Louise’s oldest sister. They incidentally had been in Yellowstone
and Island Park with us and in Idaho. Their son, Brian rode with
Lowise to Frovo in the WVW. I brought Laurie to Frovo in the back
of the 1little old ’51 Ford pickup. I had a tire problem just
north of Brigham City and had to leave the freeway and go to
Honeyville where a service station ran by Japanese fixed the flat
tire. I discovered that there were many Japanese in that area.
There used to be a sugar factory near Tremonton and these farmers
raised lots of sugar beets.

FPartly I suppose because of the trouble I'd had with the
front end of the car I decided to sell it. One attempt was made
whern I drove it to SLC to the car dealer auction. I went with a
dealer from Orem named Potts. It went thru the auction but it
didn’t get a bid above the minimum of $1900. so I didn’t sell it.
Just a little later 2 '65 Chevy's went thru. They were rental
cars. One was a 4 door standard trans. It was white. It only had
about 13,000 miles on it. I wanted Potts to bid on it. He had
stepped outside the building at the moment it  went thru so  he
didn’t get a chance to bid on it. The other he missed also. It
may have been an automatic. After I found him and told him about
it he talked to the dealer that had picked them up, but he wasn’t
interested in letting it go. They sold for wunder $1400. I would
have been willing to run the VW back thru and taken the %1500
of fer and brought the Chevy home had I had the chance. 5o we kept
it and I drove it back to Provo.

I711 have to ask Louise what happened later, I think we
ended up letting it go on a trade.
no. 9

Louise had a 'S5 VW bug when we got marrvied. She drove it
all around. She hauled her friend, Mazie Lee in it. Mazie took
Dr. Ed. at my school during a summer session if think and Sherald
James from Spanish Fork was her instructor in the car. He taught
the dr. ed. at the Y for several vyears although he was a track
coach  for distant runners there., Mazie had to learn to use a
clutch in order to take the driving test in Provo. She took it in
the bug. It had signal arms on the door posts. Little arms about
8" long that came out when you used the turn signal arm. They had
a reflector on  them and if working like when new they may have
had a light showing, though it didn’t blink. When I was in
Germany we called them maux nicht sticks. & G.I. term taken from
German that meant it doesn’t really matter. That’'s what was
picked up on as a result of the drivers there in their little
maneuverable bugs darting in and out of traffic. Bhows what we
thought of their credibility for signaling.

This little white bug sat in our backyard quite a bit of the
time in Edgemont until finally Louise took it to Sterling and
left it with Young's. She will have to fill in the details of
that. It was eventually driven up nine mile canyon road and it
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rolled with Irene driving. She was not seriously hurt and one of
her brothers I think went up and rolled it back on its wheels and
drove it home. I don't recall its demise.

N, 10

One day while we were in 8SLC visiting Harold and Laura
Winterton I saw a '64 Chevy pickup truck in the paper. It wasn't
far from where we were so I drove over to look at it. Harold rode
with me. It was red with a light colored cab. The chrome strips
along side the bed looked like they had been wrinkled the full
length on  both sides. Other than that it looked good, it drove
well and turned out to be a very good truck for us. We drove it a
lot on miles. We bought a camper for it. We had a special window
put in with a boot allowing persons to go  from the front to the
rear while on the road.

after acqguiring the 64 I needed to use the "H51 to haul some
of our Morgans so I let the Stutz family use this truck. I had a
stock rack for the Ford. So they drove the red car until Sister
Stutz felt so embarrassed putting so many miles on it she
insisted we trade the trucks. They had arranged to buy the Ford
after we got the Chevy. I finally got a rack for the Chevy. But I
hadn’t had it long when I went to SLC in response to an ad I saw
and we picked up a sort of home made customized horse trailer. It
was big and it was sturdy. I even hauled Grandpa éAndrus’ Belgian
mare im it from Lava to Sterling. She weighed about 2,000 1bs.
She just fit on one side. It had tandem G00x16 tives on a walking
beam. It was a pleasure to haul after hauling in the back of a
pickup where every motion on the horse is felt and many times it
seems that motion was magnified. 1 was never really relaxed with
horses in the back of the truck. In the trailer it was so much
better. On curves and slowing, braking, you didn’t get that feel
that the weight above you in the truck might take your control
from you. One time I was nearly +to Devil’s Creek DAm on the
freeway when a left front tire blew. I was toocling along about &0
and was on the inside lane. It was viwlent. I really was hanging
on for all I was worth with both hands. I got the feeling that
in just any second I was going to lose it., I had a death like
agrip on  the wheel. I went against what I had been teaching
students, never brake when you have a blow out. But I did. 1 felt
I was going to lose it and I did get the speed down., That put me
back in controal and I held it then and gradually slowed
sufficient to get off on the shoulder and change tires.

There was a fellow in lLava, LaVerl Johnson. He had  two
artificial legs and one arm with a hook. He had an old green
Chevy pickup about the same yr. They looked alike. He welded a
rack on front so I could carry the spare tirve right in front of
the radiator. It was handy. He also welded an extra set of coil
springs under the rear to act as overloads. This really helped
with the heavy camper loaded with its cabover bed.

Twice we started for Alaska in this truck. Twice we made it
into southern Alberta. We made it into parts of western Montana a
couple of times. We went to Grand Coulee Dam and up thru B.C. to
central B.C. one trip with the 3 oldest kids. We did get onto the
Alcan highway but we didn’t go beyond Fort 8t. John on one trip
nerth. We went to Clint and Connie Andrus’® reception in Arco, Ld.
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and o into Montana and looked at some Morgan horses at a ranch
there. It was the most uniform band I?ve ever seen. The main stud
was just there in the pasture with a regular barbed wire fence.
He was a well mannered horse. It was at Harrison, Mt. It was a
3rd generation Morgan horse operation. The kids got sick to their
stomachs and we headed home. WE did see the Lewis and Clark
caverns. WE shopped for ranches from ouwr United Farms catalog and
the best one, wone with a nice creek running thru it had been
sold., We saw some lovely country. We found cherry crops in the
area around Flathead Lake as nice as any in Utah County.

We crossed Lake Francois in central B.C. on the ferry a
couple of times. This was a highlight to Lisa. She enjoyed being
up on the upper deck and using the rest rooms. She wanted to stop
at every available outhouse along the way. We came back into
Montana one Sept. just as it snowed for the first time. We were
stopped over night near Monida. Then we cut across to Island Park
going past REd Rock Lakes where we could see the white trumpeter
swans there. We saw a cow and calf moose early in the morning and
driove along between them for a mile or so until finally the calf
jumped the fence and crossed the road to join its mama which had
Jumped and crossed earlier. We stayed near DAd’s cabin for a
while. I went with Sheila Mason out to feed and water an old
horse she had at the old Simmons ranch out on the flat. She was a
smooth rider. She seemed only about 16 but was probably 18.

When we moved to Shelley we had this truck and a white VW
bus. We moved the camper also. We used a Jimmy diesel of South’s
to move much of our stuff from Edgemont. We hauled it in several
trips. They were building a dome for the church welfare square in
Linden at the time so I just loaded the truck after they took a
load down to the site and hauled it to Shelley. I slept one nite
on the wood floor of Dennis Chapman’s place. I slept on  my right
shoulder. The next day I had to reach over with my left hand to
shift the gears. I had bursitis in that shoulder for several
years. Al had had some similar trouble. He began eating Vitamin C
tablets about like candy. It seemed to help after frying many
things. I used them quite a bit too and it helped. I seldom have
trouble with that shoulder now. (199342

The first winter in Shelley it got bitter cold. I had Laurie
and her last colt, Zingo. I found a place just about a mile south
af  town to winter them. The owner a Cox had gone to Arizona for
the winter. But we had quite a bit of snow too. Occasionally 1
pulled the kids behind the truck when I went to chore. I had to
give them hay most of the time and water from a hydrant at a shed
near the house. Our VW bus sat for weeks in front of the house
its tires sitting frozen in 4-5 inches of ice in the gutter next
to the curb. I kept the Chevy in the garage at nights and drove
it to work in the daytime just across town. In Jan. that year,’79
it got so cold a few days into the month that a new skin that was
blowar up went down. The diesel fuel jelled in the lines and the
little Litton Diesel engines stopped. They were pumping the air
to keep the skin inflated. It partly collapsed letting the foam
on the inside crack. When we arrived there I remember that the
price of gasoline at the Fhilips pumps was at BO or B89 cents per
gallon. When we left Frovo in the fall I just used up the last of
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the gas from a 55 gal. drum I had bought from a wholesaler for
35 cents. We brought our little Ford tractor and its Rhino blade.
On the 2dth of that month, Grandma Andrus was at our place.
She stayed with the children when Louise got  into the truck in
auY  garage, I backed it out and drove over packed show-covered
roads  to the LDS hospital in I1.F. where Kathy was born a few
hours later. Dr. Kindred, a boy that grew up in my ward there one
yvear behind me in primary delivered her. She turned out to be a
little angel. Lisa was so happy to have a sister.
Mo. 11
My brother Al had a Chevy truck that looked like ours. The

same body style, it must have been a "66. It was a light blue. He:

decided to get a newer model so I bought his and sold our red
one. It had gotten a lot of miles. During the 2 years 1 worked
for South’s occcasionally they had had some of their young hirved
hands drive it. I could always tell after they had driven it. The
young drivers always seem to push a truck nearly to its limit and
older vehicles just don'’t respond the same to that treatment.

The boys got to drive it in  the potato fields when we gleaned
gome spuds. They liked that. We once went with our Bishop’s wife
to a field just north of Shelley for spuds. The bishop, Lyle
Shama was a seminary teacher there. An old friend from Ricks
College, Lavar Thornock from Bloomington, Ida. near Bear lLake was
the seminary principal and regional supervisor. He was also the
pres. of the Shelley Stake. In about March we moved to Taylor
east of town onto an  acreage with & nice double-wide trailer we
bought from David South’s brother—in-law, Harry Ames on 1 and 1/2
acres. That turned out to be much better than living in town.

There we put up corrals, fences, had a shed, our little
tractor and blade, a creek, a garden, big trees and Barry lived
on one side and David and Judy on the other. It was as friendly a
ward as we've ever been in. There was something unusual about
this "66 Chevy. It like our red one had a straight six engine.
they were good running trucks. But this one had a gimmick. It had
maybe some fine sand or obther sediment in the gas tank which was
behind the seat. I could drive it a long time without a problem
but then if I went up onto the Mar j’s Menan butte to David’s dome
I always had trouble before I got home. It I could pull off even
if it meant taking a detour of a few miles to where there was an
incline, T could then drive it up onto the hill, put it in a
forward gear, bturn off the engine and let it roll backwards down
the incline then let out the clutch. It would sputter and chug
but it usually would start up and run smooth again. Occasionally
I would have to do this twice.

I came to believe it caused the gas in the tank to be
stirred up driving up and down over the steep rough road over the
butte and then these fine particles would get into the carburetor
and plug some jets or the float needle valve causing it to run
rough. But rolling down hill backwards and letting the clutch out
would rcause the engine to  turn over Dbackwards and it usually
seemed to clean it out and I could drive on. I learned to detect
this when it first started to occcur and 1 could find some place
along the way steep enough to roll  it. Often just about a mile
from the trailer, the Bro. Arave who had sold the ground off his
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farm to David had a new home up on a rather high elevated dune.
his steep driveway was very convenient to use and it always
seemed to work its wonders on  the old truck. We left this truck
and camper at South’s in Shelley when we moved back to Frovo and
they sold it for us.

When we moved 1 missed a bow of photos and an album with
pictures of our place in Edgemont and ouwr Morgans. I hunted all
over for it. Then one day over 10 years later we got a phone call
from a lady east of Shelley. She wanted to  know if we'd sold a
camper from Souths. When I told her we had she said she had found
a box in the camper and pictures or Lisa. She wanted to  know is
she was out daughter. So I arranged to stop there during one of
my trips to visit and she gave it to me. It had been in ane of
the narrow shelves of the camper beneath the bed. They were
cleaning it out  and sold it. It was nice to get it back. One a
subsequent trip to I. F. I stopped there. They were not at home
but I left some lettuce and bananas and oranges with a note.

Moa. 12

A maroon  Ford van., WE bought it from a highway patrolman
that moved into our Shelley ward. We didn’t keep it long. It was
alvight but nothing special. It had more seating room  than a
sedan of course. That's why we bought it. Well we drove to the
hospital to  get Kathy in it. It spun around on the Fark/Taylor
road on the way to  town. The 180 degree twrn on the shnow packed
road excited the kids. I don’t know who was the most excited,
Shaurn, a first grader or the older kids. No other cars were on
the road. Again, Hrandma éndrus came to stay with us for a while.

One time Louise was going into I.F. and when she crossed
Sunnyside Road on the Fark/Taylor Road she was hit broadside. It
was just dusk and the car that hit her did not have the lights on
and the woman driving had been drinking and had no drivers
license and as it turrned out  the van was hit near the rear axle
and wvery little damage ooccurred to the van, but the other car
lost its radiator. The kids were all in the car. They were shook
up of course but no one was hurt.

Ohe day in Shelley we saw a little Subaru van. It looked
like a miniature VW bus. It was white. It had a For Sale sign in
the window., I followed it to the west side of town near the new
elementary school. We test drove it. It got great mileage. You
put oil into a reservoir where it mixed with the gas as you
drove. I had seen one like it in Provo. Also there was a little
pickup model I'd seen in Provo. A few years before we’d have
called the engine a washing machine engine, After seeing how the
van withstood the side impact collision and no one was hurt, 1
felt had that happened in the little van the kids probably would
not have had a chance of not being injured or worse. S0 we never
went back to look at it again. Louise concurved with me on that.
B0 we almost got another.

After we moved to Taylor, Harry had a VW van in the shed. It
was one with the windows above the doors all along both sides. He
had intended on restoring it. Finally someone did come and tow it
away. But there was a Dodge or Fontiac sitting out in the little
field across the ditch. We let Dan Andrus have it in trade for a
beaver pelt. He had trapped a young beaver with a prime hide. I



took it and eventually strung it on a drying stick which I made
from Kinikinic that I got along the Frovo River. Then I shaved it
and made a wsilhouette of some pine trees and left the outline of
a bear in the center. Different hair lengths gave it the
appearance of a picture. It hangs on our wall in the family room.
If I turned around at this moment I would see it on the east
wall.
No 21

We had some trouble with the joints where the axles fasten
ter the wheels on  the white VW. We disposed of it. Then we got a
recd VW Dasher from the South’s. It was front wheel drive. It had
a leak in the water pump. I got a good buy on one from the
little parts store in Shelley. I took it to a guy that bought a
dome from South’s  in the Shelley industrial park called the TNT
garage. As a young man he had been in scouts under Warren. He was
in our ward. He installed the pump. He had never put one on a VW
before. He learned a lot. He also spent a lot of time on the
project and consequently it cost me over $100. in labor. The new
pump leaked. So it was warranted. I then took it to a VW shop in
I.F. for the next installation. They had to take a lot of things
of f the front to get to it. Bubt they were used to VWW's and it
cost around $70-80. this time.

One time Louise was taking the kids with her to Connie
dndrus to tend while she went to a doctor’s appointment. She was

expecting Tim. She carried some of them out to the car. She
left the engine warming and went back for the Joseph. He wasn’t
feeling well. When she came out of the trailer the car was

gone. There was shnow on the ground. Tracks helped locate it. Jess
had been in the front and moved the shift lever. It had gone out
into the garden spot and was stopped with the wheels spinning in
the show. She was carrying Joseph when the walked out onto the
porch. The kids were excited. Ruth was looking out the rear
window about to cry. Joseph has some advice to give to REuth.

One marning I was driving to Shelley to work in it. As 1 was
going west into town I suddenly found I was off on the shoulder
and headed for a mail box. There was nothing I did that changed
anything. Steering, braking, nothing changed my course. I sort of
resigned myself to hitting the mailbox. It was nothing to do
with my driving but it just moved back over onto the road. I have
been a little leary of front wheel drives ever since. WE sold it
soon after that. I said, I should have known better than to buy a
VW with a radiator. We sold it to a young couple that needed a
car. I don't remember the year. Susan had driven it when she
worlked in the shop. It wasn't bad looking and it was fairly new.
N 22

We found a red and white VW bus. It was up in the foothills
east of I.F. in a rural subdivision. It belonged to a doctor. It
was nice. It had a hammock. It had a pop-up camper. It was fun
for the kids. It had a sink, etc. It had a cb. with a loudspeaker
on the front. The kids loved it. When we sold there and moved to
40 So. in Frovo we came down here in it. We had it quite a
while. But eventually poor Louise had to push start it so often
it became very discouraging. There is not always a hill around.
N 23
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Roy Andrus told me of a fellow that worked with him welding
in Pocatello that had a nice little Toyota pickup with a camper
shell. He lived on the edge of Shelley by the park on the road
to Woodville., I test drove it. I liked it and bought it for $2500
It was a ?7789. It turned out to leak a little oil. It had as good
a starting engine as I’'ve ever driven. It always started the 1st
time when cold., It also started in  the very coldest weather. I
drove it to Shelley. I had to watch that it didn’t get too low on
oil. I once drove it to the great Salt Lake to meet Barry at the
site of a dome they were building there. I had just changed the
oil and put in Conklin oil. It didn’t lose any on  the trip up.
When I got home it was a little low. I always rearetted the leak
since it was so good in every other way. I drove it to work for
years., In the winter I took Willis and Justin to a subdivision
south of our place and let them drive in about 10 inches of new
snow. We drove around and around and they had fun. We also drove
south along a road that runs east of the motor view and observed
the deer that came down in that area in rather large numbers due
to the heavy shnow fall. We had deer on our lawn many times during
that winter. I bought a round Conklin decal and put on the doors
and they remained there until I sold it. I didn’t take it to
Idaho in 88 because it was leaking oil so bad. We had bought
several cars after returning to Provo. We had a '78 Dodge Colt
that we drove to Idaho. Now I711 go back in mention the cars in
Provo.

Nz

A white VW Rabbit. After driving the red and white VW bus
for a while in Frovo it became a nuisance to start. Louise often
had to get a push or shove to start it. It was handy. The kids
loved the speaker on the CB hook-up. It provided room  going to
the BMX bike track out in the river bottoms near Lion’s Park. She
traded the owner of the REabbit for the bus. After a while we got
rid of the Fabbit also.

N,

A green Datsun wagon was picked up. We used it a while and
it ended up in Lava where John and Margie Andrus drove it until
it quit. It was sitting along their lane with weeds grown all
around it after a while. Finally it disappeared and was no longer
in sight. Without safety inspections in Idaho they were able to
get more mileage out of the tires that were getting worn down
when we stopped driving it.

Nz .

I went £o Orem and found a white Toyota wagon. It had 4
doors. The year Lisa was at Ricks we drove it and during the
summer Wwe went to Yellowstone in it. Justin and Willis @ were not
here. We got a lot of use out of it. I ran into a fellow that
lived near the Kiwanis Park thru an ad in the paper. He repaired
cars at his place. He helped us a lot. He understood Japanese
cars pretty well. He did give us one bum steer once when the car
was running rough. He said it could be the fuel pump. [ changed
it and it was inside the gas tank. After removing it the gas tank
leaked on  the bottom where the plate for the pump covered the
hole. So after getting some liquid solder and monkeying around a
lot I finally got  the leak stopped. The car ran  the same. So 1
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put a new inline fuel filter on it and it corrected the problem.
N .

We saw an ad in the paper for a '78 Dodge Colt. It was a 2
dr. It had over 70,000 miles. It was a clean little car. A fellow
in Salem had it. He had driven it %o Logan daily for some time.
So the miles were mostly highway miles. It was a 4 speed. WE
debated and dickered on it. Finally we got it for around $1800.
Justin drove it to Timpview part of two years. ABout this same
time we bought a little yellow 77 Colt from Lynn Asay. Lynn had
had a blue 4 dr that he really liked. Since he had had such good
luck with it I bought these two. Willis didn’t have such good
luck with the yellow one. It had engine trouble, maybe clutch
problems too. Bo we didn’t keep it too long.

Mo

The yellow one we finally sold and Willis got interested in
a bus
Ny

Willis enjoyed the bus. Justin painted a nice emblem on the
vinyl tire cover over the spare tire on the front. Everywhere he
went you could spot the car from the tire cover. Willis left on
his mission and we put it up for sale. A boy he had known at
Timpview H.8. bought it a while after he left on his mission.
Then that boy went on a mission and we saw the bus parked at the
side of the road on So.State street with a For Bale sign in the
window for a long time. It was a sort of tan or beige color.

No.

Joseph bought a '66 VW bug from a boy from Timpview. It was

supposed to have a good engine. The old worange car looked like
the fenders could fall off anytime. The kid claimed he could keep
up with any of the kids at school in their newer bugs. Joseph had
made a TV commercial for a hot dog company out of Magic Valley,
Idaho. 8o we put the car along side our house behind the fence
and raised it up on blocks. We let him run the engine and shift
gears sometimes during hours when it wouldn’t disturb our next
door neighbors, the Binghams., He had a lot of fun with it.
M. .
One day as I came from the BYU lab farm on Canyon Rd. up to
9th East I spotted a little car in a driveway on  the bend just
west of the Temple. I went back and inquired. I arrvanged to  buy
it. It was a one of a kind car. It had a fiberglass body. It had
real parts such as tie-rod ends on  the steering. The man said he
would put his lawnmower engine in it and give his grandkids rides
so we bought it. He had taken it out of his garage while he was
cleaning and I happened to see it.

L
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